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Costs without clear benefits: call for ‘stop the clock’ on EU
single-portion ban as expert report shows €800m annual impact

Brussels, 2 June 2026 — A comprehensive independent report launched at the European
Parliament on Tuesday shows that the European Union’s single-portion plastic packaging ban
would trigger major costs for food manufacturers, restaurants, hotels, and cafés, without delivering
consistent environmental benefits - leading to renewed calls to ‘stop the clock’ on the 2030 ban.

The report, commissioned by the Consumer-Portion Packaging Innovation Coalition (CPIC) and
presented at an event hosted by Environment Committee Vice-Chair Esther Herranz Garcia MEP,
finds that current single-use plastic packaging delivers the best overall outcome. It estimates the
additional costs of switching away from current packaging at €806m per year for reusable
alternatives and €577m for single-use alternatives.

Single-portion packaging is widely used in restaurants, cafés and other food outlets. It delivers
sauces, condiments, preserves, and other complementary foods in a way that is safe, convenient,
fresh, high-quality, and easy to use. The EU’s Packaging and Packaging Waste Regulation (PPWR)
bans use of single-portion plastic packaging for dine-in from 2030. In the absence of feasible,
scalable alternative single-portion packaging, CPIC is calling on the European Commission to
suspend the ban with a ‘stop-the-clock’ proposal.

Costs to businesses and consumers without evidence of clear environmental benefits

Environmental analysts RDC Environment and public health experts NSF examined the economic,
social, environmental and health impacts of the ban. Looking at 47 combinations of packaging and
serving solutions, consumption locations (canteens, restaurants, cafés, and hotels), and food types
(sauces, creamer, preserves, and sugar). Their report found that:

e Single-use plastic packaging delivers the best overall outcome for society, looking at
economic, social and environmental factors. Across all comparisons, current single-use
plastic packaging has a lower societal cost than alternative packaging and serving
solutions.

e Thereis no consistent evidence of alternative packaging and serving options being a
better option for the environment. On environmental measures, alternatives perform
better than current single-use plastic packaging in 12 out of 31 modelled comparisons - but
in 12 more, current single-use plastic packaging performs better.

e Single-use plastic packaging best preserves product quality and presents the lowest
food safety risk. Alternative packaging and serving options can lead to open storage risks,
"skinning" on sauces, sugar clumping, and taste taints, as well as potential microbiological
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and allergenic risk. Current single-use plastic packaging is the best option for food safety
and food quality.

Time to stop the clock

CPIC members support the EU’s environmental objectives and the broad aims of PPWR, but the
report fails to show clear evidence of environmental benefits from the single-portion ban.

Coming on the heels of the COVID-19 pandemic and severe food price inflation, Europe’s food
producers and its hospitality sector—including countless small, family-run independent restaurants
and cafés — cannot absorb extra costs. The additional financial impact is likely to force price hikes
on food producers, the hospitality sector, and ultimately consumers.

CPIC is therefore calling on the European Commission and other EU policymakers to put the
competitiveness of Europe’s food sector first and develop a proposal to ‘stop the clock’ on the 2030
ban, giving more time for innovation in the packaging sector and an approach that delivers better
economic, social, environmental and health outcomes.

To read the full independent report and find out more about CPIC, visit cpic-coalition.eu.
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